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Violations of Forest Dwellers' Rights in Tiger Reserves

Just prior to the notification of the Forest Rights Act on January 1, 2008, an attempt was made to identify and declare “critical tiger habitats” under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 2006, in all tiger reserves.  Since then the forest dwellers in these reserves – who are among the most vulnerable due to the severe restrictions placed on their movement and livelihoods – have been denied their rights and subjected to harassment, eviction and forced relocation, all in violation of the law.  Some of the violations of rights include the following:

Illegal Declaration of Critical Tiger Habitats


The 2006 amendment to the Wild Life (Protection) Act provided that critical tiger habitats are inviolate areas (i.e. free of human presence) that must be identified on the basis of scientific and objective criteria, in consultation with an Expert Committee (section 38V(4)).  Section 38V(5)(ii) of the Act goes on to require that, prior to the relocation of any person from a tiger reserve, it must be established with the community's consent that human activity is causing irreversible damage to tiger populations.  In sum, a scientific process together with public consent is required to prove that a critical tiger habitat is required.


However, in November 2007, an instruction from the National Tiger Conservation Authority granted all State governments ten days' time to identify and demarcate critical tiger habitats.  Unsurprisingly, in almost all cases the entirety of existing tiger reserves was demarcated as a critical tiger habitat.  No separate studies were done and no scientific data is available till date on human impact.  The NTCA has still not stated what its “scientific and objective criteria” for identification are, other than that the CTH's should be larger than 800 – 1000 sq. km in size.


When challenged on this, the NTCA has defended itself by stating that this is only a provisional “identification” exercise, not one of finally notifying the critical tiger habitat, which will be done in accordance with the law.  But if this is the case, why have funds been released for relocation of persons from these areas?  Further, why has the NTCA till date not issued any guidelines or instructions for public consultation?

Evictions and Harassment


We have confirmed reports of evictions (or the issuing of eviction notices) has taken place in Kalakkad Mundanthurai TR (Tamil Nadu), Nagarhole TR (Karnataka), Anamalai TR (Tamil Nadu), and, reportedly, in Simlipal TR (Orissa).  Harassment, destruction of crops and threats are also common.  A number of deaths have been reported, particularly in Buxa TR (West Bengal).

Forced Relocation


Under the law, relocation of persons is subject to completion of recognition of rights in the tiger reserve (which has not been completed, as of July 2009, in any tiger reserve to our knowledge), as well as provision of a livelihood and completion of facilities at the relocation site.  Yet relocation has taken place in violation of all of these conditions in Panna Tiger Reserve, in Tadoba-Andheri TR, in Nagarhole TR and in Ranthambore TR (as well as in others).

Provision of Only Cash Compensation


The Forest Rights Act and the Wild Life (Protection) Act both provide that relocation cannot be done through cash compensation alone – a livelihood must also be provided.  Yet, in its February 2008 guidelines, the NTCA offered tiger reserve authorities the “option” of providing a lump sum cash compensation of Rs. 10 lakh per family.  Naturally, this is the only compensation now being provided in all tiger reserves. 

